Drug discovery and the intracellular receptor family.
Drug discovery using intracellular receptors (IRs) as targets presents its own set of unique complications and advantages. The natural ligands for these receptors are, in many cases, already used as drugs. To effectively exploit these targets, newer molecules must have either increased receptor selectivity or increased tissue or gene selectivity to reduce side effects. The search for these molecules will yield new therapeutics as well as new insights into the mechanism of action of these receptors and their ligands.